
















KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonn  FFoorrmm  22000033    
Proficient:      Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior consistently and competently; performs independently 
In Progress:   Demonstrates skill, knowledge, behavior occasionally and somewhat competently; has room for improvement,  
                         needs minor or occasional assistance  
Beginning:    Child is just beginning to demonstrate skill, knowledge, behavior; needs significant or frequent assistance 
Not Yet:         Child does not demonstrate skill, knowledge, or behavior yet; cannot perform without assistance 

                    How would you rate this child’s competency in terms of the following skills, knowledge and behaviors:  
 

NOT YET 
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BEGINNING  
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IN 
PROGRESS 
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PROFICIENT 
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Don’t know/ 

Not observed 
Comments / Notes 

  9. Use of small manipulatives such as crayons, paintbrush, buttons, zippers, etc.        

10. Has general coordination on playground (kicking balls, running, climbing)       

Physical 
Well-being & 

Motor 
Development 

11. Performs basic self-help / self-care tasks (toileting, eating, washing hands)       

12. Relates appropriately to adults other than parent/primary caregiver (converses with, seeks help from)       

13. Appropriately expresses needs and wants verbally in primary language       

14. Works and plays cooperatively with peers  (takes turns and shares, helps others)       

Social & 
Emotional 

Development 

15. Controls impulses and self-regulates  (is not disruptive of others or class)       

16. Expresses curiosity and eagerness for learning  (tries new activities, asks questions)       

17. Stays focused / pays attention during activities        

18. Follows one- to two-step directions        

Approaches 
Toward 

Learning 

19. Participates successfully in circle time (listens, focuses, sits still, engages)       

20. Has expressive abilities  (tells about a story or experience in response to a prompt)       
None 1 – 12 letters 13 – 25 letters All 26 letters 

21. Recognizes the letters of the alphabet   (note:  may be CAPs, lowercase or combination)     
  

22. Writes own first name (spelling and writing all letters correctly)       

23. Can recognize rhyming words (“ ’Shoe’ rhymes with ‘Glue.’  Does ‘Blue’?  Does ‘Dog’?”)       

Communication  
& 

Language 
Usage 

24. Engages with books (knows where a book starts, associates print with storyline, pretends to read)       

25. Engages in symbolic / imaginative play with self or peers  (plays house, fire station)       
None 1 – 5 objects 6 – 9 objects All 10 objects 

26. Can count 10 objects correctly  (“Please give Maria 5 crayons” or “Please put 10 blocks in the basket”)     
  

None 1 – 4 colors 5 – 7 colors All 8 colors 

27. Recognizes primary colors  (Crayola basic 8:  red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, brown, and black)     
  

None 1 shape 2 shapes All 3 shapes 

Cognition & 
General 

Knowledge  
 

28. Recognizes primary shapes (circle, triangle, square)     
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Appendix 2:  A Description of ASR’s 
More Recent Assessment 
Methodology 

Since�12003,�1ASR�1has�1fine�,tuned�1and�1developed�1its�1readiness�1assessment�1methodology�1in�1
order�1to�1draw�1an�1even�1richer�1portrait�1of�1communities’�1and�1districts’�1school�1readiness.�1�1
Currently,�1ASR�1draws�1upon�1three�1sources�1of�1information�1to�1describe�1the�1readiness�1of�1
children�1entering�1kindergarten,�1and�1to�1explore�1the�1factors�1that�1support�1and�1hinder�1
children’s�1readiness�1for�1school.�1�1�1

�ƒ Teachers�1complete�1the�1Kindergarten�1Observation�1Form�1for�1every�1student�1in�1their�1class,�1
reporting�1whether�1each�1student�1is�1“not�1yet,”�1“just�1beginning,”�1“in�1progress,”�1or�1
“proficient”�1in�120�1readiness�1skills.�1�1ASR�1seeks�1passive�1consent�1for�1the�1assessment,�1and�1
typically�1just�14�,5%�1of�1parents�1opt�1their�1children�1out�1of�1the�1assessment.�1�1(A�1copy�1of�1the�1
KOF�1can�1be�1found�1in�1Appendix�11.)�1�1�1

�ƒ Teachers�1complete�1a�1Teacher�1Survey�1to�1communicate�1their�1views�1and�1priorities�1for�1
readiness,�1including�1how�1proficient�1children�1should�1be�1in�1each�1skill�1area�1to�1facilitate�1a�1
smooth�1transition�1into�1kindergarten.�1�1�1

�ƒ Finally,�1parents�1of�1children�1in�1sampled�1classrooms�1are�1asked�1to�1complete�1a�1fairly�1
lengthy�1Parent�1Information�1Form,�1providing�1information�1about�1their�1child’s�1early�1care�1
and�1education�1experiences,�1the�1family�1climate,�1their�1child’s�1response�1to�1conflict�1and�1
frustration,�1sources�1of�1social�1support�1in�1the�1home,�1and�1basic�1demographics,�1to�1name�1a�1
few�1dimensions.�1�1

�1

More�1detail�1regarding�1this�1assessment�1methodology,�1as�1well�1as�1samples�1of�1the�1tools,�1can�1
be�1obtained�1by�1calling�1Applied�1Survey�1Research�1at�1408.247.8319.�1




